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I 36 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

He was a man of one book ; the book which makes wise unto salva- 
tion. 

Jesus Christ is the theme of the book ; God was the author of the 
book. 

The breath of God is the soul of man ; the breath of God is the 
secret of the book. 

Man is God-breathed, man is God-breathing; God breaths in and 
through man. The Bible is God-breathed and God-breathing. It 
contains the thoughts of God. It transmits the thoughts of God to 
the mind of man; the Bible teaches, reproves, corrects, instructs; the 
end sought is a soul equipped for service, furnished unto all good works. 

The soul of man is a Gennesaret, not a Dead Sea ; it takes to give, 
not to keep. Knowledge of, continuance in, the Scriptures are the 
conditions of preparation for good works. 

The local church is strong if the members of it are strong. You 
cannot make a good building of poor material, nor a strong church 
of weak members ; the secret of strength in a church is strength in the 
members ; the secret of strength in the members is a knowledge of, a 
continuance in, the Scriptures. 



PROFITLESS AND PROFITABLE STUDY OF THE BIBLE. 

By Marcus Dods, 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 

" Ye search the Scriptures because ye think that in them ye have eternal life ; 
and these are they which bear witness of me ; and ye will not come to me, that ye may 
have life." — John 5:39. 

1. What Scripture is. — "These are they which bear witness of me." 
Here are many books of various kinds and in more than one language, 
written in times widely apart, in countries remote from one another. 
What is the unifying element ? What is it that brings them together 
and forms them into one consistent whole ? It is their connection 
with that grand historical revelation which culminated in Christ. 
As Luther always proclaimed: "The true touchstone of Scrip- 
ture is, Does it exhibit Christ ? That which presents Christ is Scrip- 
ture, though Judas or Herod wrote it ; that which does not present 
Christ is not Scripture, though Peter or John wrote it." From him 
Scripture derives its significance and its authority, as the ring has its 
value from the diamond which it holds to view. It is either the 
preparation for Christ, or the history of his life, or the proclamation 
of his risen life and reign by his immediate followers. 
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2. The right and the wrong study of the Bible are determined by its 
nature. That is right which brings Christ more clearly to view; that 
is wrong which fails to do so. 

The Jews misused Scripture. They thought that life was in the 
book. They therefore counted its letters, dazed their heads with mys- 
terious significances in numbers and in names, allegorized away the 
plain meaning, and entirely missed the real purport. They mistook a 
guide-post for a house of shelter. And so when Christ came they did 
not recognize him. Thus may the Bible in any age, if lifted out of 
its subordinate place, become mischievous. If we ask from it less, or 
if we ask from it more, than merely this, that it exhibit Christ, we mis- 
use it. To teach it as mere history is useful ; it is well to know the 
kings of Israel, as it is a mark of culture to know the kings of Rome ; 
to have some information regarding the great Assyrian conquerors, as 
to have some knowledge of the swarming of the early Mohammedans ; 
but this knowledge is mischievous if it veils the religious use of Scrip- 
ture. All supplementary studies must subserve the purpose of Scrip- 
ture as the organ of revelation. 

To ask from the Bible more than a presentation of Christ is almost 
or quite as mischievous as to ask from it less. To seek in it prophetic 
or dogmatic information, an infallible accuracy in each detail, is to seek 
what is not the purpose of Scripture to give. If it so presents Christ 
as to persuade men he is God's revealer and messenger, it serves its 
purpose. 

The right and profitable use is, therefore, made of Scripture when 
it promotes the understanding of Christ. We understand Christ 
better, and we are more surely drawn into his fellowship, when we 
understand these three things, the long-drawn preparation of his 
coming, the main incidents of his life, and the salient features of his 
character and work ; as well as the impression made upon his followers, 
and the new life they were enabled to live by the power and spirit of 
their risen and reigning Lord. 



CHRIST REVEALED IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES: AN ARGUMENT 
FOR BIBLE STUDY. 

ByC. Cuthbert Hall, 
New York. 

" And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Isaiah. And he 
opened the book, and found the place where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he anointed me to preach good tidings to the poor ; he hath sent 



